
The Torah commands us “You shall not abuse a needy and destitute laborer” (Deut 24:14), and the rabbis later teach that employees 
have a right to organize and demand just conditions and compensation for their labor (Tosefta Bava Metzia 11:24).

We cannot stand idly by as the housekeepers and hotel workers of the Hyatt Hotels stand to lose their hard won and fair 
compensation. The call to pursue justice (Deut. 16:20) demands that we stand with these workers so that they don’t slip into poverty.

Therefore, we, the undersigned concerned rabbis, cantors, and community leaders, call on the owners and leadership of Hyatt Hotels 
to commit to the Jewish and universal obligations to treat workers fairly and to recognize the value of their labor. We call on all Jewish 
institutions and individuals to support Hyatt workers in their disputes, and we express our willingness to boycott Hyatt properties in 
support of these principles if requested to do so by the affected workers.

—Deuteronomy 24:14

ou shall not abuse a needy and destitute laborer, 
whether of your own people or a stranger. 
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n	 Rabbi Sue Levy, Webster, TX
n	 Rabbi Sheldon Lewis, Progressive 

Jewish Alliance, Palo Alto, CA
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Assembly; American Conference of 
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n	 Ms. Jane Ramsey, Jewish Council on 

Urban Affairs, Chicago, IL
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n	 Rabbi Dennis Sasso, Congregation 

Beth-El Zedeck, Indianapolis, IN
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n	 Rabbi Gerald Serotta, Chevy Chase, 
MD

n	 Rabbi Aaron Sherman, Charleston, SC
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Riverside, CA
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Frankes, Los Angeles, CA
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n	 Rabbi Melissa Stollman, New York, 

NY
n	 Professor Nomi Stolzenberg, 

University of Southern California Law 
School, Los Angeles, CA
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Project, 
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MA
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n	 Dr. R Waxman, Chicago, IL
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n	 Rabbi Sheila Weinberg, Weinberg 
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